naphthylamide (PYR) hydrolysis is a reliable test for the identification of GAS and ENT. Whereas earlier tests required incubation for 4 h to overnight to obtain results, recent modifications allow detection of PYR hydrolysis in 10 to 15 min (1, 4, 5) . This study describes two For the swab method, two to four colonies were removed from a blood agar plate with a cotton-tipped applicator stick. Swabs were moistened with two drops of PYR solution prepared by dissolving 25 mg of PYR (Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo.) in 1 ml of methanol and adding distilled water to make 100 ml. After incubation in a petri disk lid for 10 min at room temperature, 1 drop of cinnamaldehyde reagent (Analytab Products) was added and reactions were read for color production as described above.
Strep-A-Chek tests were performed in accordance with the instructions of the manufacturer. Strips were incubated in a petri dish lid.
All three test methods correctly identified the 60 GAS and 75 ENT as PYR positive; all non-group A beta-hemolytiç streptococci and nonenterococcal strains of alpha-hemolytic streptococci remained negative. Although the 
